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After the death of the elder Ricord in 1827, the
family returned to the United States, living first
at Woodbridge, N. J., and later at Geneva, N.
Y., where for many years Mrs. Ricord conducted
a successful school for girls. She was the author
of a textbook, Elements of the Philosophy of
Mind (1840), and Zamba, or The Insurrection:
A Dramatic Poem in Five Acts (1842), which
was based on her experiences in the West In-
dies and her prejudices against Roman Catholi-
cism. Ludicrous as poetry, it is of more than a
little interest as a social document.

At the age of fourteen her son entered Geneva
(now Hobart) College as a member of the class
of 1838. He transferred a year later to Rutgers
College, but for some unknown reason did not
complete the course. He read law for a short
time in Geneva and then settled in Newark, N.
J., not far from his maternal grandparents, as a
teacher and private scholar. In 1843 he married
Sophia Bradley, who with a son and three daugh-
ters outlived him. From 1849 tQ ^69 he was
the librarian of the Newark Library Association.
He was a member of the Newark board of edu-
cation, 1853-69, serving several terms as its
secretary and its president, and for four years
was state superintendent of schools. During
these years he published The Youth's Grammar
(1853) and three textbooks of Roman history.
The latter were written in a pleasing style and
were widely used.

Meanwhile his reputation as a public-spirited
citizen had been growing, and although in no
sense a politician he became something of a po-
litical figure. He was elected sheriff of Essex
County in 1865 and was twice reflected; so well
thought of was he that on one occasion he was
the nominee of both parties. From 1870 to 1874
he was mayor of Newark, N. J. He antagonized
his own party in the city council by opposing a
plan to have the streets paved with a patent wood
block, but after a long, stubborn fight he suc-
ceeded in defeating the measure, thereby saving
the city from what turned out to be a barefaced
fraud. From 1881 until his death he was treas-
urer and librarian of the New Jersey Historical
Society. He was also for five years a judge of
the court of common pleas of Essex County and
for another five-year term a judge of the city
court As the first regular librarian of the His-
torical Society, he did important work in round-
ing out and cataloguing its collections and in
editing various of its publications. He read
some fourteen languages and had a genuine gift
for translation. His English Songs from For-
eign Tongues (1879), -The Self-Tormentor from
the Latin of Publius Terentius Afer} with More
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English Songs from Foreign Tongues (1885),
and several minor publications show his com-
mand of the English language. By the diversity
of his activities rather than by eminence in an>
one he was a strong influence on the educational
and cultural life of his state. He died at his home
in Newark and was buried in the Mount Pleasant
Cemetery.
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RICORD, PHILIPPE (Dec. 10, i8oo-0ct.
22, 1889), physician, specialist on venereal
diseases, was born of French parents in Balti-
more, Md. He was a younger brother of Alex-
ander Ricord, naturalist, and Jean Baptiste
Ricord, physician and naturalist, who became
the father of Frederick William Ricord [#.#.].
At the age of twenty Philippe was sent to Paris
for his medical studies. His talents attracted
attention and he received the coveted appoint-
ment of interne in the service of the distinguished
French surgeon, Dupuytren, but his penchant
for practical jokes cost him his position. After
receiving his degree in 1826, he practised for
two years in country towns in France in order
to make his living, but in 1828 returned to Paris
and on competitive examination received the ap-
pointment of surgeon to the Central Bureau.
To eke out his living expenses he gave courses
in operative surgery at the hospital of La Pitie.

In. 1831 he received the appointment of sur-
geon-in-chief for syphilis at the Hopital du Midi
and continued to hold that position until 1861
when he reached the age limit and retired. His
clinics, always practical and thorough, were fol-
lowed by physicians from all over the civilized
world. He was one of the first to show that
venereal diseases are more serious than they had
been thought, being not merely local affections
but often generalized and even fatal pathological
conditions. He established a rational therapy of
syphilis and in 1834 announced in precise terms
the laws of the transmission of that disease. He
demonstrated that gonorrhea is entirely distinct
from syphilis and that constitutional syphilis al-
ways begins as an indurated, localized skin lesion
(the hard chancre). Surgery is indebted to him
for a new method of curing varicocele as well as
for a special technique in urethroplasty, for
which he received the Monthyon Prize.

Ricord's reputation deservedly became world
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